MO-AG – 2005 PRIORITY ISSUE STATUS

Tort Reform
HB 393 (Byrd) – Revised various laws pertaining to claims for damages and the payment of such claims.  The House and Senate agreed to a $350,000 cap on noneconomic damages, a 51% threshold for joint and several liability and restricted venue to the county where the accident occurs.  Also, punitive damages were limited to $500,000 or five times the amount of actual damages, whichever is greater.  Truly agreed to and finally passed.  Signed by the Governor.
Workers’ Compensation
SB 1 (Loudon) – Modified various provisions of the workers' compensation law.  The proposal that passed out of the conference committee included many provisions favoring employers.  Workers eligible for workers compensation now must show that the workplace was the “prevailing factor” for his/her injury and redefined “accident” to mean a specific, identifiable, traumatic event during a single work shift.  Also, among even more provisions, the law attempted to remove subjectivity from the process by giving preference to objective medical findings over subjective employee complaints of pain or injury.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.  Signed by the Governor.
Life Sciences
SB 160 (Bartle) – Would prohibit stem cell research.  This bill caused great concern as its passage would greatly restrict research activity and possibly preclude medical cures to Parkinson’s, diabetes, paralysis, etc.  A great effort was made to educate elected officials on the adverse impacts of this proposal.  Received Senate floor debate but found its demise on the Senate Calendar.  Dead.
HB 457 (Lembke) – Would prohibit stem cell research.  This is the House version of SB 160.  Attempts were made to amend this language on proposals debated on the House floor including higher education, crime, abortion and an Independence tax.  All attempts were ruled out of order.  Dead.
Omnibus Ag Bill
SB 355 (Griesheimer) – Changes the laws regarding agricultural programs in Missouri.  The bill includes provisions relating to the fuel ethanol producer incentive fund, biodiesel fuel, motor fuel tax, sales and use tax, and pesticides.  Regarding motor fuel taxes, the bill authorizes the ultimate vendor, delivering 100 or more gallons of gasoline to a certified farmer, to make a claim for a refund of the motor fuel tax at the time of delivery.  This provision has an effective date of January 1, 2006.  The bill exempts from state and local sales and use taxes natural gas, propane, and electricity used by an eligible new generation cooperative or an eligible new generation processing entity and field drain tile used exclusively for producing crops, raising and feeding livestock or for producing milk for retail sale.  Also, the bill authorizes the University of Missouri Extension to collect a fee for the actual cost of providing an instructional course on the application of pesticides to a private applicator in order to qualify for a certified private applicator’s license.  The fee will be paid upon completion of the course.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.
CAFO Regulation
SB 187 (Cauthorn) – Modified law regarding concentrated animal feeding operations.  Among many provisions, the bill required the Missouri Clean Water Commission to promulgate rules regulating the establishment, permitting, design, construction, operation and management of CAFOs.  The bill also clarified that the terms “point source” and “water contaminant source” as defined for the purposes of the Missouri Clean Water Law are not to include agricultural storm water discharges and return flows from irrigated agriculture.  Dead.
Environmental Regulations
HB 824 (Hobbs) – Changes the law regarding fees paid per ton of regulated air contaminant emitted.  The bill specifies that the fee will be limited to not less than $25 and not more than $40 per ton of regulated air contaminant.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.
Watershed Districts
HB 455 (Quinn) – Eliminates the requirement that landowners must live within the district to be elected to serve as trustees of the watershed district.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.
Transportation Package
SB 221 (Dolan) and HB 518 (St. Onge) – Changes the laws regarding highway safety.  Provisions related to highway work zone protection, passing zones, highway lane usage, child passenger restraints, abandoned vehicles, motorcycle helmet repeal, and primary enforcement of seatbelts.  Both proposals were victim to two areas of controversy: primary enforcement and stoplight cameras.  Dead.
Hazardous Waste
SB 225 (Cauthorn) – Reimposes the waste tire fee until January 1, 2010, among other provisions.  The department must give preference to contract bids for waste tire cleanups from vendors that are Missouri residents, employ Missouri workers, or use the tires for fuel or to manufacture a useful product.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.
Parks and Soils Tax
SJR 1 (Klindt) – Extends, upon voter approval, the parks and soils sales and use tax to 2016.  The tax will be resubmitted to the people every 10 years thereafter.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.
Controlled Substances
HB 441 (Behnen) and SB 10 (Cauthorn) – Creates several restrictions regarding the sale of compounds containing ephedrine or pseudoephedrine and makes pseudoephedrine a Schedule V drug.  Compounds containing ephedrine or pseudoephedrine may be sold only by pharmacies.  The pharmacy must keep a log of all sales, keep these products behind a counter where the public is not permitted and demand photo identification from the purchaser proving he or she is at least 18 years old.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.

Education
HB 2 and HB 3 (Lager) – Elementary and secondary education enjoyed a successful year in the state budgeting process.  A Governor priority, education received more than $4.8 billion, up from $4.7 billion last year.  Of the FY06 total, more than $2.5 billion is dedicated from the state’s general revenue.  Higher education didn’t fare as well.  Down approximately $2 million, the total budget for higher education in FY06 is $1.047 billion with a state contribution of $857 million.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed. 

New School Funding Formula
SB 287 (Shields) – Revises the state education funding formula to be phased in over seven years, beginning July 1, 2006.  The new formula is based on student needs, with a main objective being a minimum amount of money needed to educate each child, known as the state adequacy target (SAT).  The local revenue figure used in a district’s state aid calculation is the amount of locally generated revenue the district would have received in FY05 if its operating levy was set at $3.43.  Another variable used in the formula calculation is the dollar value modifier, which will be calculated on a regional basis rather than a county basis.  The bill also creates a new minimum teacher salary requirement.  Truly Agreed to and Finally Passed.
